
 

 

Health and Human Services 

 

Administrative Appeals and Findings: Support legislation to 
amend Virginia Code § 63.2-1526(A) to require that an adminis-

trative finding be controlled by a court’s civil or criminal finding 

if those matters involve the same conduct and the same victim 

and arise under the same operative facts. Support legislation to 

amend Virginia Code § 63.2-1526(C) to stay child protective 

services administrative appeals while abuse and neglect pro-

ceedings, findings, or both, are pending in circuit court. 

Abuse and Neglect: Support legislation to expand the defini-
tion of “abuse and neglect” to explicitly include parents who use 

Schedule I/II controlled substances or are habitually intoxicated 

while being responsible for children. 

Child Care for Low Income Working Families: Support legis-

lation to provide additional funds to localities to assist low-income 

working families with childcare costs. Funding helps working-class 

parents pay for supervised day care facilities and supports efforts 

for families to become self-sufficient. 

Children’s Services Act (CSA): Support: (1) a locality’s ability 

to use state funds to pay for mandated services provided directly 

by the locality, specifically for private day placements, where the 

same services could be offered in schools; (2) maintaining cost 

shares on a sum sufficient basis by both the state and localities; 

(3) enhanced state funding for local CSA administrative costs; (4) 

a cap on local expenditures in order to combat higher costs for 

serving mandated children; and (5) the state being proactive in 
making residential facilities and service providers available, espe-

cially in rural areas. Oppose changing the funding mechanism to a 

per-pupil basis of state funding, which would shift the sum suffi-

cient portion fully to localities. 

Local Department of Social Services (LDSS): Support in-

creased state funding for LDSS to match all available federal fund-

ing to assist LDSS staffing needs in order to meet state mandated 

services and workloads. 

Targeted Grants: Support improving the State’s targeting of 

grants to businesses that pay higher wages by increasing the min-

imum wage requirements for eligible grant applicants. 

 

 

Local Government Administration and      

Finance 

Body Worn Cameras: Support legislation to amend Virginia 

Code § 2.2-3706 (which is part of the Virginia Freedom of Infor-

mation Act (FOIA)) to clarify that local law enforcement agencies 

have the authority to withhold from mandatory disclosure under 

FOIA those records, including body worn cameras and dashcam 

video, that contain identifying information of a personal, medical, 

or financial nature where the release of the information could 
jeopardize the safety or privacy of any person. 

Community College Capital Costs: Support legislation for the 

state to fund 100% of public funding required for community col-

lege capital costs. Currently, localities are required to fund a por-

tion of operating and capital costs. 

Composite Index: Support legislation to amend the Composite 

Index Funding Formula by re-defining the local true value of real 

property component of the formula to include the land use taxa-
tion value of real property rather than the fair market assessed 

value for those properties.  

Drones: Support legislation enabling localities to have authority to 

regulate the use of unmanned aerial vehicles in their jurisdictions 

not preempted by federal law. 

Drug Court Funding: Request full funding for the Drug Court 

Program, which provides effective treatment and intensive super-

vision to drug offenders through the Circuit Courts of several Vir-
ginia localities. 

June Primary Elections: Support legislation to move the annual 

date for June primary elections in the Commonwealth from the 

second Tuesday in June to the third Tuesday in June to avoid con-

flicts between local election administration and local school sys-

tems, where schools serve as voting precinct polling places. 

Regional Library Funding: Request full funding of State Aid to 

the Jefferson Madison Regional Library and other regional libraries 
in the State system.  

Public Defender Funding: Request the state to adequately fund 

compensation for public defenders in Commonwealth jurisdictions.   

Seat Belts: Support legislation that would make the failure to use 

a seat belt a primary offense. 

State Mandates Funding: Request full funding for state man-

dates in all areas of local government including, but not limited to, 

the Standards of Quality (SOQs) and other mandates imposed on 
local school divisions, positions approved by the Compensation 

Board, costs related to jails and juvenile detention centers and 

human services positions. 

Virginia Retirement System: Support restoration of funds to 

the Virginia Retirement System to maintain the long-term solvency 

of the plan without further devolving the funding responsibility to 

localities. 

  VIRGINIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2020 
Each year the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors considers 
and approves its legislative priories and submits them to the 
Thomas Jefferson Planning District Commission (TJPDC), the 
Virginia Association of Counties and the Virginia Municipal 
League. 

MISSION 

To enhance the well-being and quality of life for all citi-
zens through the provision of the highest level of public 
service consistent with the prudent use of public funds. 

VISION STATEMENT 

Albemarle County envisions a community with... 

• Abundant natural, historic, and scenic resources 

• Healthy ecosystems 

• Active and vibrant development areas 

• A physical environment that supports healthy life-
styles 

• A thriving economy 

• Exceptional educational opportunity for present 
and future generations 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Ned Gallaway, Chair, Rio District 

Rick Randolph, Vice-Chair Scottsville District  

Norman Dill, Rivanna District  

Ann Mallek White Hall District  

Diantha McKeel, Jack Jouett District  

Liz Palmer, Samuel Miller District  

 

Email the Board of Supervisors at 

bos@albemarle.org  

 

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP 

Jeff Richardson, County Executive  

Doug Walker, Deputy County Executive  

Trevor Henry, Assistant County Executive 

CORE VALUES 

INTEGRITY 

We value our customers and 

co-workers by always provid-

ing honest and fair treatment. 

LEARNING 

We encourage and support 

lifelong learning and personal 

and professional growth. 

INNOVATION 

We embrace creativity and 

positive change. 

STEWARDSHIP 

We honor our role as stewards of 

the public trust by managing our 

natural, human and financial re-

sources respectfully and responsi-

bly. 
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ALBEMARLE COUNTY’S 2020 
LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

In-kind Resources for Volunteer Firefighting 

and Emergency Service Providers 

Priority: Initiate or support legislation to amend 

Virginia Code § 15.2-953(B) to enable localities to 

provide in-kind resources to volunteer firefighting 

and emergency service providers.  

Rationale: The authority, if granted, would allow 

the County to better support local volunteer fire-

fighting and emergency service organizations by 

providing in-kind resources such as project man-

agement and budget support.  

 

 

Equal Taxing Authority for Counties 

Priority: Support legislation granting urban or high

-growth counties taxing powers to impose a city-

level transient occupancy tax, or initiate legislation 

that would enable the County to impose a city-level 

transient occupancy tax for a specific identified pur-

pose.  

 

Rationale: The authority, if granted, would allow 

the County to levy its transient occupancy tax at a 

rate commensurate with the service it provides, and 

reduce the reliance on the real property tax as a 

revenue source.  

Carrying Specified Loaded Weapons in    

Public Areas 

Priority: Initiate legislation to amend Virginia 

Code § 18.2-287.4 to add Albemarle County to the 

list of localities in which carrying specified loaded 

weapons in public areas is prohibited. 

Rationale: The authority, if granted, would im-

prove public safety in public areas where many 

people may be present, consistent with the au-

thority granted to other Cities and Counties 

throughout Virginia.  

 

 

 

 

Increasing the Minimum Tree Canopy to be 

Preserved During Development 

Priority: Initiate or support legislation to amend 

Virginia Code § 15.2-961 to allow localities greater 

flexibility in the reforestation, preservation, and 

management of urban forests, and to provide an 

additional tool for stormwater management com-

pliance.   

 

Rationale: The authority, if granted, would allow 

the County to preserve more of the existing tree 

canopy on sites being developed. Retaining more 

of the tree canopy provides broad environmental 

benefits and helps the County fulfill its Develop-

ment Area goals.  

Growth Management, Land use, and 
Transportation 

Biosolids: Support legislation enabling localities, as part of 

their zoning ordinances, to designate and/or reasonably re-

strict the land application of biosolids to specific areas within 

the locality based on criteria related to the public safety and 

welfare of its citizens and the environment. In addition, sup-

port legislation regarding the land application of biosolids that 

protect the environment, public health and safety. 

Broadband:  Support legislation by the Commonwealth and 

the Federal Government that would assist localities and pro-

vide financial incentives to localities and their communities in 

deploying universal, affordable access to broadband technolo-

gy, particularly in unserved and underserved areas, while at 

the same time preserving local land use authority for siting 

telecommunications infrastructure. This includes supporting 

continued and increased funding for the Virginia Telecommu-

nications Initiative (VATI). In addition, support legislation that 

would: (1) ensure that coverage maps used to determine 

underserved and unserved areas or census blocks are accu-

rate; and (2) amend the definition of “coverage” to mean that 

service actually exists in a census block or area and the ser-

vice availability within that census block or area is substantial. 

Environmental: Support legislation prohibiting businesses 

from using disposable plastic bags and straws and to require 

bottle deposits, or enable localities to do so, with exceptions 

applicable to straws for hospitals and other care facilities. 

Open-space Easements:  Support legislation that aug-

ments local efforts in natural resource protection through: (1) 

continued funding of the Virginia Land Conservation Founda-

tion (VLCF) for locally established and funded Purchase of 

Development Rights programs (e.g., the ACE Program in Al-

bemarle County); (2) continued provision of matching funds 

to localities for their Purchase of Development Rights pro-

grams through the Office of Farmland Preservation; (3) re-

taining provisions in transient occupancy tax legislation so 

that funds can continue to be used to protect open-space and 

resources of historical, cultural, ecological, and scenic value 

that attract tourism; and (4) increased incentives for citizens 

to create conservation and open-space easements. 

Solar Energy: Support legislation that would eliminate or 

relax the cap on net energy metered electricity that utilities 

are required to purchase. 

 

 

 

 

Proffers: Support changes to the current proffer system and, in 

particular, the proffer legislation approved in 2016, which limits 

the scope of impacts that may be addressed by proffers and 

establishes specific criteria for when a proffer is deemed to be 

unreasonable. Support changes to provide more balanced and 

practical standards for determining whether a proffer is reasona-

ble and restore a climate where localities and applicants can 

openly discuss rezoning applications and possible proffers. 

Scenic Protection and Tourist Enhancement: Support ena-

bling legislation for Albemarle County to provide for a scenic 

protection and tourist enhancement overlay district. The legisla-

tion would provide a method to ensure full consideration of visu-

al resources and scenic areas when the County or state make 

land use decisions in designated areas. 

Stormwater Management: Oppose any legislation that would 

impact the resource and funding needs of the Virginia Depart-

ment of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to fully administer, en-

force, and maintain the state Stormwater Management Act, the 

Erosion and Sediment Control Law, and the Chesapeake Bay 

Preservation Act. 

Transit Funding: Support the state identifying and providing 

new funding sources for transit capital investments. Capital pro-

ject revenue bonds, approved in 2007 to provide $600 million 

over 10 years for transit capital, are expiring. Failure by the 

state to provide replacement funding will jeopardize safe and 

reliable transit service and will result in the loss of federal funds 

if they are unable to be matched, which would mean a double 

hit for transit agencies funded primarily at the local/regional 

level.  

Transportation Funding: Support legislation to: (1) establish 

a new dedicated funding source for a Charlottesville-Albemarle 

Regional Transit Authority; (2) establish stable and consistent 

state revenues for Virginia’s long-term transportation infrastruc-

ture needs; (3) direct funding efforts to expand transportation 

choices and engage in multimodal transportation planning; and 

(4) fund maintenance of rural road systems. Oppose any legisla-

tion or regulations that would require the transfer of responsibil-

ity to counties for constructing, maintaining, or operating new 

and existing secondary roads. 

Water Quality and Resources: Support state funding for the 

following: (1) agriculture best management practices; (2) storm-

water grant initiatives; and (3) wastewater treatment plant up-

grades.  

Monuments and Memorials 

Priority: Initiate legislation to amend Virginia Code 

§ 15.2-1812 and any other sections determined to 

be necessary to grant local authority over the re-

tention, relocation, removal, and contextualization 

of war memorials and monuments on locality prop-

erty, and to make the authority to contextualize 

declaratory of existing law. 

Rationale: The authority, if granted, would allow 

the County to control its monuments and memori-

als for war veterans in a manner consistent with 

the desire of its citizens.  

Impact Fees 

Priority: Support legislation that would repeal cur-

rent Virginia Code § 15.2-2328, which limits impact 

fees to only those localities that had established an 

urban transportation service district and adopted an 

impact fee ordinance on or before December 1, 2008, 

and enable impact fees to be available to all localities. 

Support legislation that would grant localities the au-

thority to develop impact fee programs to meet the 

capital needs attributable to new development as 

specified in Virginia Code § 15.2-2329.   

Rationale: The authority, if granted, would allow the 

County to more equitably pay for the public facilities 

required by new development and incentivize devel-

opment consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. 
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