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Getting to Form Based Code 
2019 Work & Community Engagement Plan

County staff will convene 3 internal studios on various priority topics (listed below) 
to 1) gather and review existing research, 2) identify key questions for internal and 
external stakeholder direction and 3) create a framework/outline for the ZTA. 

A Steering Committee composed of local Rio29 community stakeholders will be 
convened to guide County staff’s direction on the ZTA, provide input on key 
decisions, and share feedback on community-wide engagement approaches. <

Community education and engagement events wll be held for the greater 
Albemarle County community to learn about key planning concepts and 
provide input on form based code development in Albemarle County.

Intro to Land Use & Zoning
All CAC meeting with an interactive
exercise about the fundamentals & 
difference between land use and 
zoning

What is Form Based Code?
All CAC meeting/community event, 
open to the public, with interactive 
exercise and guest speaker on FBC

Form & Use
Community Conversa-
tion to discuss desired 
forms & uses in Rio29

Draft Recommendations
All CAC meeting/community event, 
open to review draft form based 
code

Studio 3 - Framework
Discuss all three subtopics, 
incorporate stakeholder input and 
draft framework/outline for ZTA 
(for the topics discussed)

Studio 2 - Key Questions
Identify key questions for each 
subtopic to bring to Steering 
Committee & public 

Studio 1 - Research
County staff gather and review 
existing research & best practices 

Resolution of Intent

Joint PC + BOS Worksession
Discuss priorities and scope for form 
based code

Intro to FBC & 
Preliminary Research

Form & Use 
Questions

Site Design Recommendations
Related Topics Questions

Complete Draft 
Recommendations 

2x2 Conversations

Site Design
Community Conversation 
to discuss desired street, 
parking and greenspace 
in Rio29

Related Topics
Community Conversation 
to discuss architecture, 
housing and placemaking 
in Rio29

PC Worksession
Discuss preliminary 
recommendations for site 
design and related topics

PC Worksession
Discuss preliminary 
recommendations for building 
standards and form

Send draft framework 
to County Attorney

Form & Use Recommendations
Site Design Questions 

Draft Framework
Present and discuss draft
framework for FBC 

Technical Working Group
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& Building Standards
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Form Based Code Technical Writing + Adoption 
2020 Work & Community Engagement Plan

Project Goals: 
County staff will collaborate with partner agencies and the development 
community to refine and “road test” the draft form-based code.

County staff will continue to share project updates via the Albemarle County 
website, in-person at CAC meetings and provide a public comment period for 
the draft ordinance.

Draft 1 
Share draft 1 with partner 
agencies for review 

Joint Worksession
(if needed) 

Technical Working Group

1 3

Community Education & Engagement

Board & PC Engagement

PCBOS
PC

BOS
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Draft 2 
Send draft 2 to members 
of the Steering 
Committee in the 
development community 
to “road test”

Final Draft

Public Comment 
Period Begins

Public Comment 
Period Closes

Public HearingPublic Hearing

Draft Framework
Present and discuss draft
framework for FBC 

Code Writing 
+ Vetting

Ongoing updates to County website, Steering Committee & at CAC meetings
(Individual Stakeholder 1-on-1s as needed)

County Attorney’s Office 
drafts legal language Create graphic, user-friendly guide to FBC

• Develop regulations consistent with the 
vision described in the Rio29 Small Area 
Plan

• Develop a form-based code that enables 
existing conditions to transition over time 
to the desired form

• Establish clear expectations for residents, 
developers, and the County during the 
development review process

• Improve the by-right development review 
process in the Rio29 area by eliminating 
redundancies and incentivizing 
development that meets the desired form
 
• Find the appropriate balance between 
regulation and flexibility: regulations to 
achieve the desired form of development 
and flexibility to accommodate market 
changes and a mix of uses


