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May 30, 2019 
 
Mr. Anthony Bessette 
Albemarle County Attorney’s Office 
401 McIntire Road 
Charlottesville, Virginia  22902 

 
ECS Project No. 47:7796 

 
Re:  Emergency Communications Tower Improvement Project 

Peters Mountain 
 Albemarle County, Virginia 
 
 
Dear Mr. Bessette: 
 
ECS Mid-Atlantic, LLC (ECS) is pleased to provide this summary of the proposed improvements 
to an emergency telecommunications tower located on Peters Mountain Road in Albemarle 
County.  The existing tower is 105’ tall and houses various RF antennas and microwave dishes 
utilized for communication purposes by Albemarle County, Charlottesville, and UVA Emergency 
Personnel.  The tower is in a rural portion of the County with the nearest residence being 
approximately 2.3 miles away in a straight line of site, a much farther distance traveling along 
Peters Mountain Road.  The tower itself is located within the Peters Mountain Historic District 
and was constructed with the Department of Historic Resources (DHR) approval under a 2002 
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA).   
 
The proposed project will include adding a 20’ section to the top of the existing tower for the 
addition of 3 new 800 MHz RF antennas, a 6’ microwave dish, and potentially a school division 
2.5 GHz LTE array to provide broadband services, including for regional public safety.  Three of 
the existing RF antennas and one microwave dish will be removed following completion of the 
upgrades.  The added height of the tower will require the addition of 3 guy wires for structural 
support, all within the existing tower property.  The project is considered necessary to provide 
the County/City/UVA Emergency Personnel with adequate and up-to-date communications 
capabilities in order to safely and quickly respond to the public’s needs.  The existing system 
has been deemed to provide insufficient coverage of the surrounding areas to support this 
mission. 
 
The MOA in place was signed based on the tower construction specifications in the early 2000s 
and these proposed alterations require DHR review and approval.  Photo simulations were 
prepared to visualize what the tower improvements would look like from the nearest public 
right’s-of-ways and residences and given its isolated location miles from these features, the 
extension and guy lines will essentially be imperceptible to the public at large.  The project will 
therefore not disrupt the viewshed of this rural portion of the County, and this assertion also 
requires review and approval by DHR to confirm it will not diminish the historic nature of the 
area.  As a result, it is our belief this project will not have an adverse effect on the County and 
will allow Emergency Responders to adequately fulfill their mission to the public. 
 



Attached for reference are the aforementioned photo simulations, a picture of the existing 
monopole tower, an aerial photograph showing the extent of the proposed guy lines, and a 
schematic drawing depicting the proposed 20’ extension. 
 
ECS is pleased to be of continued service on this project.  If you have any questions concerning 
this or other matters, please feel free to contact us at (804) 353-6333. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
ECS MID-ATLANTIC, LLC 
 
 
 
 
Garnett B. Williams, CPG Adam M. Meurer, CHMM, PWS 
Principal Geologist Principal 
 
 
Attachments 
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