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BACKGROUND:

Citizen complaints and Board of Supervisors concemns regarding open-air burning processes and laws in
Albemarle County have generated discussion and changes over recent months. In framing the discussion,
staff has referred to three types of open buming: commercial open-air burning (large scale, land clearing
for development), Certified Burn Program (predominantly maintenance of land involved in agricultural or
farming operations or the ACE program), and yard maintenance open-air buming (yard maintenance and
garden trimmings). Although State and local codes regulate these types of burning, there are differences in
processes and requirements. For further description of each and their associated processes, please see
Attachment B — Open-air Burning Explained.

The Board discussed commercial open-air burning during its December 6, 2017; April 4, 2018; and June 6,
2018 meetings, and then enacted changes to the County Code on October 3, 2018. Throughout the
conversation about commercial open-air burning, concemns and issues were discussed that are relevant to
the Certifled Burn Program and yard maintenance open-air burning as well. To further understand these
issues ahead of the Board work session on the Certified Burn Program and yard maintenance open-air
burning, staff engaged directly with individual Board members and residents to capture not only their
concemns, but ideas for solutions as well. The purpose of this work session is to review those concerns and
ideas, provide context where possible, and identify possible actions (along with pros and cons) the Board
may wish to take as a means for addressing the concerns or issues.

STRATEGIC PLAN:

Natural Resource Stewardship: Thoughtfully protect and manage Albemarle County's ecosystem and
resources both in the rural and development areas to safeguard the quality of life for current and future
generations. Quality Government Operations: Ensure the County's capacity to achieve high quality service
that achieves Community priorities.

DISCUSSION:
The following are some of the specific concerns or issues which have been identified from either public

discussion of open-air burning or specific conversations with a Board member or County resident on the
topic:

Negative environmental impact of open-air burning - carbon footprint.

Negative effects on the health and welfare of residents (respiratory problems, smoke nuisance).
Impact on adjoining property — ash and ember fallout.

Buming of lllegal material (plastics, rubber, etc.) and/or material from another property.

Risk of fire spread in the urban/wildland interface. This is a concem on both sides of the issue.
Those burning may have a fire burn out of control. On the other hand, if burning is not allowed or is
heavily regulated, some argue that property maintenance will be discouraged, thereby Increasing
the rigk of fire spread through land which has not been well maintained (downed or piled trees,
limbs, and other trimmings left to rot that dry burn easily and may significantly contribute to fire
spread, particularly to buildings, during a brush or woods fire).



o Neighbors are often put in the position of having to be the "bad guy” when an open-air bum is a
concern. Or, neighbors don’t say anything at all in fear of upsetting others.

s There are alternatives to burning (grinding, mulching, hauling) and those alternatives should be
promoted by the County and utilized by residents.

¢ When it comes to open-air buming, a “one-size fits all” solution Is not prudent. The issues facing a
resident in the urban area of Albemarle County are different than those being faced in rural areas.

« Burning is an economical solution that allows those without the means (no vehicle for hauling,
limited income for paying tipping fees or mulching service) to dispose of materials otherwise.

» The Certified Burn Program (see Attachment B for program description) allows for too long a period
between re-certification. Effectively, this provides a land owner a permit to conduct bums for one
year.

Based on the concerns noted above and ideas submitted by residents and Board members, staff has
compiled a list of possible actions to change the County Code provisions and/or processes related to open
buming within Albemarle County. Each will have an impact on the practice of open-air burning and may
have other consequences as well. There are oo many details and intricacies associated with each
suggestion to list all the pros, cons, questions, or Issues related to implementation at this point. During the
work session a presentation will be made outlining each possibility and some considerations for discussion.
It is the goal of staff that the Board will provide further direction on these suggestions so that a more
detailed analysis of impact may be returned later to the Board for possible decision and implementation.

The list below includes possible actions that staff believes are worth further consideration at this point,
either due to the ability to implement these options with existing resources and/or the limited burden these
options pose to residents. Attachment C includes a list of options that are not recommended by staff due to
the lack of staff capacity to handle the workload, as well as the burden placed on residents. All the
following considerations will be discussed/explained during the work session:

» Option One: Increase burn pile distance requirements from buildings (occupied or not). See
attachment A and B for further information on current requirements:
o This option will effectively eliminate yard maintenance open-air burning in densely buiilt
areas depending on the distance decided upon. This may place a burden on property
owners to dispose of yard waste and debris in other ways.

o Optlon Two: Remove the allowance for permission to be granted to burn within 300 feet of an
occupied structure:
o This option removes the ability for someone to be granted permission to burn closer fo an
occupied structure. This effectively eliminates one of the “neighbor in the middle” scenarios
where a resident may feel pressured to grant permission to burn when In fact he/she does

not wish to grant permission.

¢ Option Three: Require a permit for any/all burning. An on-line self-permitting process may be
possible for yard maintenance open-air buming (lawn/leaf/garden).
o This option will require significant staff work. Staff estimates more than 6 months will be
needed for implementation.
o Staff recommends implementing this option with an online self-permitting process:
= This will allow for online education of every resident who wishes to burn, which may

help reduce improper burning techniques, increase adherence to codes and
guidelines, and provide information on the frequency and location of bumns.

o Optlon Four: Impose burning time constraints and/or time limits for length of any bum:
o For example, limiting yard maintenance open-air buming to Monday and Wednesday
evenings and on weekends.
o This option may allow for neighborhoods and neighbors to more easily plan for the effects of
bumns, as they will occur on a narrower schedule.
o This may not curb the number of overall bums.



BUDGET IMPACT:
Each possible action may or may not have a budget impact; the budget impact will be assessed once the

Board provides direction as to what changes it would like to see proposed for implementation.

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Board provide direction to staff as to which of the options above shall be

considered for additional analysis and possible implementation at a future date.

ATTACHMENTS:

Att. A. Albemarle County Code Fire Protection Article IV Burning of Brush, Etc.
Att. B. Open Buming Explained

Att. C. Possible Options Not recommended by Staff



ALBEMARLE COUNTY CODE

ARTICLE IV. BURNING OF BRUSH, ETC.
tute law referance—For state law similer to provisions of this artiols, scs V. Cods § 10.1-1142.

See. 6-400 Title.
mmmum:mmcﬂmmnmmuoﬁ

(Code 1988, § 9-21; Ord. 98-A(1), §-5-58)

Sec. 6-401 Purposs.

mmammnmmpﬂemm.mwmwmm
mummmulacmmmmmmmmmmmuuorm
mmwmmmmmmmmmwm

(Code 1988, § 9-21.1; Ord. 93-A(1), 8-5-98)
Sec. 6-402 Adoption of Virginia Stats Air Pollution Control Board regulations.

mmdvmmmmmmwwmwm
wdmmmw.mmmmmmmmlmhm
nmwmmmmwmmmm.
wmmmmwmmmmmwwmmmm
take precedonoe over the aiste regulstions. Ary perrrits required by such state regulstions may be issucd
by the county, if suthorized by the stete gency otherwise responaible.

{Code 1988, § 9-21.1; Ord. 98-A(1), 8-5-98; Ord. 18-5(1), 10-3-18)

Sec, 6463 Definitions.

For the purpose of this article and subsecquent amendments or any orders isued by Albemarlo
County, the words or phrages shall have the meaning given them in this section.

(1) Awomobile graveyard, Iboum'mmbﬂomnynd"mnwlntwplmwhichh
upondhthemmdupmwmhmﬂmﬁwmwuduofwmwﬂedbdm
MMMitmthMNmmm“MMmm

. Tha term o with a substantia] covered
'(I)quc:n “buailt-up aree” mesns any area [ portion by

(3) Clean burning waste. mﬁm'okmhnh;mm”mmhtilmmh{bhdh
ummwmmmmummlmmmm 100% clean lumber or
dmwooiﬂﬂ)lﬂﬂ%yuﬂmﬂgw@v)lﬂﬂ%mlmofmlywmﬁmﬂmofmdmdm
fumber, clean wood ar yard waste.

(5) Cloan wood. The term “clean wood" means unconteminated natural or untreated wood.
dmmmm,mumwmmmdmmmmm
wmwmwmmmwmmwumm
or alaba naummmmmmmmmmuwwmmm
treated with glues, binders or resing; or painted, stained or coated.
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(8) Delwiz waste, mwm‘dmm”mmmmﬂmhddmm
mmmmm“mWhmmMMﬂﬂmm

(8) Demolition wasie Thahm‘demollﬂmwma”mhtnﬂdmﬁnllmdwhy
ﬁedﬂ:uuﬂonofﬂuﬂmwﬁdrmquboﬁ.ndhﬂuduﬂnmm-mmﬂm
wasle,

(10} Garbags, mm"wmwmmmmuof
mimal, vegetshle or other organic matter.

(14) Jink, murm'jmk"mmoldammppu.hu.mpe.nubmuul.m.m
m.mmujmdmwmmmwmmmmmm
old or sorap fexrous or nonflrrous material,

(15 Jmbyand. The teem “junkyard” means sn establiskment or place of businees which is
MMaMhmmmmdﬂmjmhuhmeMM
mummmmmummmmmmmmmm.

{16) Landfill. mm“M”mmnudhryhndﬁﬂ.mindlmmhndﬁll.orl
tlon/debris Jandfill, See Part 1 (9 VAC 20-81-10 et seq.) of 9 VAC 20-81 (Solid Waste

Menagement Regulations) for frther definftions of these terms.

(17) Local! landfill. The torm *lopal landfill* meany any landfill located within the jurisdiction of
& locel government.

Sopp. 40, 1-19
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(18) Gpen burning. The term “open burning™ means the combustion of solid waste without:
1. Control of combustion air to maintain adequate tempersture for efficient

combustion:

2, wammmmnmuﬂumm
nﬂdmmddmﬂmomdmbdqhmkhmbmﬂm;md

3 Control of the combustion products' emission,

(19) Open pit incinerator. The term “open pit Ininerator* means & devioe used to bum waste for
ﬂnpﬂmnymonofrdmiuthewlmbymvh;eomhuﬂuem. Such devices function by
ﬂuuﬂngnmhinddrdnndomhbpoﬂtmhmdnﬂhﬂynﬂnudmﬂmwﬁdutb
mdmwmmmm The term also includes franch burners, sir
curtain destructors and over draft incinerators.

(20) Refise, mmw“mmnum;ommmmmiﬁ
nﬁuﬁmﬂqﬂdlmdth:mmndwhﬂlyumﬁﬂy materisls moh ns garbage,
Hm.rdﬂuhmdmmmﬂlummmmwm

(21) Salvage operation. mm“lﬂupopuiion“mmymmdlﬂudn
mm«wpﬂmtﬂmmmWMwMNchqwm
mmmmwummmmmmﬁmumﬂ
lpeniﬂcﬂlyimlndh;mhﬂamwndjmm.

(22) Senitary landfill. mm"lnlmhndﬂu'mmnwhdbmmmh
mwdmmmmnnhmwmd.mmmmmmmm
mmmnmudnummummwmmmmme
environment. A-dmkﬂﬂudnmdeMUpHofwlﬂmh.mhummdﬂnud
mmmmmmm&mﬂymﬂmm”nm
mmﬁm,amnmmmmmmmm»mm Sce Part I (9 VAC 20-
81-10 et seq.) of 9 VAC 20-81 (Solid Waste Managemant Regulations) for further definitions of theee
tenns,

{23) Smoke, mm'lmh"mmuﬂlnl-bmpuﬂmhummdﬁumm.w
not exclusively, of carbon, adh und other material in concentrations sufficient to form g visible piume,

{24) Special incineration device. mtum"m!dﬂhmwu’mnmph
M.mudwmm.awmmmmmmmmm

(29) Pood waxts, mmwum’mwmodudwmodpmdm
immﬁumm(mhmeummmmmcmbammmmw
slabs, millings, and ahavings. Wood waste does not inglude:

1. ol and clippings from bushes and shrubs from

midenﬂlll. industris] soaroes s part of maintaining yands or other
private or public lands.

2, Construction, renovation, or demolition westes.

3. Clean lumber,

(26) Yard waste. mm"yndm'mmmmdipphn.bummumd
dmmmmmmtmmmmmwmmm
mumﬂmﬂnﬂlﬂuyudnwuﬂ::pﬂvnemmblinm Yard waste doos not include (1)
constraction, renovation, sud demolition wastes or (i) clean wood.

(Code 1988, § 9-21.3; Ond. 98-A(1), 8-5-.9!; Ord. 13-6(1), 1-9-13)

6-10
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Bec. 6484 Prokibitions on epsn burning.

A Nonmmoﬁnpmhﬂmwpmﬂmhﬂnguhmoflm
hﬁnﬁmbﬂwhﬁwﬁmw:mﬁmhﬁlm

B, Nnumwoth-permﬂnumorpmﬂupmbnmhgorﬂnmoflmdﬂ
Mmmwmﬁmmmmmmwmﬂ
nﬁnn:bbcwpeholambuedmﬂdlwwhmmmlhmﬂdeﬂmﬂm instroction of fire

ﬂmmmmmhﬂﬂu

C Nnomwnﬂ:umlhﬂlmorpmﬂopmbumiuwﬂmuuoflm
incineration devioe for dinposal of hazardous waste or containers for sush matariels.

D. Nomcmothumﬂﬂlmorpuﬁtupmhmﬂnguﬂnmoflwd
MMMhmoflﬂwwmmhhﬁmwmw
wante,

E Noomm'oﬂurpmnhumwpamitopuhmh;uﬂumoflm
Mmdﬂﬁuhdiwofmm«m

F. mmmﬁ.mdmmmmmhmw
ﬁhmmmw«mmmwnﬁumﬂmmamw.
wwmmﬁwmmﬁmummmd_hmuw%mmm
person complying with other applicable ordinances, regulations and orders of
uﬂﬂuhﬁngjﬁdhﬂmmﬁm;hhmbwﬁuhemﬁmhdhm&mﬂth%mﬂhmm
Inﬂﬂnreudmdallﬂmﬂmnhmldhadlrmdhllo.l-llﬂthmHnINﬁWh
mwmamwmmeummmmmmmwnmh
Reguistions for the Contro] and Abatement of Air Poligtion

Q. Open baming shall be prohibited when stmospheric conditions or Iocal clroumstances
mmmm-wmmmammmawmmm

umu-mmunmmmnmmmmmmmmm
wnmuwmmﬂmdmmmm

(Code 1988, § 9-22; Ord. 98-A(1), 8-5-98; Ord. 13-6(1), 1-9-13; Ord. 18-6(1), 10-3-18)

Sec. 5-403 Exemptions.

mmmmmnummwummmm
Board's Regulations fr the Control and Abstement of Air Pollntion:

L buming for training apd instruction of government and fire fiphters under the
wﬂmmmnwmmm&wpuw

2 opubmﬂngbnmpﬂruorcﬂuﬂmthtundwldyhuemﬂmﬂm,
hwmﬁdoﬂm&uﬂwmmﬁdmﬂmdﬁo&nﬂhmmufm

3 burning for the destruction of combustible d or us materisl by
bwdnghlﬂm:rp;emk; ’ i e g

4, ing for forest xad agricuiture epproved by the State Afr

opmbmng managemant practices by

3. opén burning for the destraction of classified military doouments.

(Code 1988, § 9-22.1; Ord. 98-A(1), 8-5-58)

611
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Bec. 6406 Permissihle open buraing,

A, Open burning is permitted for the disposal of leaves and free, yani, and garden
wlshuﬂuﬂmmdlmﬂdmhpnﬂmofmmm.mthtﬂnmmm&mm
met:

1, the burning takes place or: the premiscs of the private property; and

2, the location of the burning is not less than 300 fict from any cocupied building
mlutlpmhvadmpiwpmﬂdu.oﬂnﬂmubﬂldhghﬁmthmﬂmwm

1. all reasonsble effort shall be mads to minimize the amount of material burned,
with the number and skxe of the debrls plics approved by ths Fire Official;

2, the material o be burned shall consist of brush, stumps, and similar debris waste
originsting from and Iooxted on the premiscs, and shail not include demolition material;

3. the burning shall be at least 2,000 fieet, or 1,000 feet whon using am incinerstor
devics, from any ocoupind building not on the same property on which the burning is condneted, uniess the
ococupant of the building has given prior written permission for the burning;

4, the buming shall be conducted at the grestest distance practiceble from
highways end air Selds;

LA the burning shall bo sttended ot all times and conducted to enmsure the best
possible combustion with a minimom of smoke being produced;

6. the burning shall not bo allowed to smolder beyond the mininmm period of time
aeccesnry for the destrustion of the maeterials;
7 the burning shall be conducted onty between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.;
8 the burning shall be conduoted only Monday through Friduy;
. 9. the bumning ahall not be condnoted during the restrioted datos of Pebroary 15
through Aprli 30 of each year: and

10. the burning shall be conducted only whea the prevalling winds sre away from
any city, town oz buiit-up area.

C. Open buming is parmitted for dispasal of debris on the site of local landfills provided that
ﬂnhminsdmnothhphumhndﬂmhnbuﬂﬂndudmuadnuhmmmdﬂm
fire hazard due to the prosence of methane gas provided that all of the following conditions are met:

L the burning shall take place on the premisas of a local mnitery landfill which
meets the provisions of the regulations of the Virginia Waste Menagement Board;

2, the burning ahall be attended at all times;

3 tho material to be burned shall conaist only of brish, tree trimmings, yard and
gerden frimmings, clesn buming construction waste, clean buming debris waste, or clean buming
demolition waste;

6-12
Supp. 40, 1-19



ALBEMARLE COUNTY CODB

4, all ressonable effort ghall be made to minimizs the amount of material that s
burned;

5. no materials may be burned in vioclation of the regulations of the Virginia Waste
Mansgement Board or the Stats Air Pollution Control Board,

The exact site of the buming on & local landfifl shall be estshlished in coordination with the
regional director end the Fire Offfofal; no other site shall be used without the spproval of these officials,
The Fire Officis] shall be notified of the days daring which the burning will cocur.

{Code 1988, § 9-22.1; Ord. 98-A(1), 8-5-98; Ord. 13-6(1), I--13; Ord. 18-6(1), 10-3-18)
Sinte law refiremes — Vi Cods § 10.1-1142.
Sec. 6407 Parmits.

A, Permit for open burning reguired. When open burning of debris waste (seotion 6-406(B))
or open burning of debels on the site of a local 1andfill (section 6-406(C)) is to ooour within Albemaric
Cm.hmmﬂhhhhwﬂuﬁnﬂobuhnpmﬂﬂwhﬁoﬂﬂlﬁﬂphhh

B. Application for permis. The person responsibie for the burning shall submit & complete
sppHoation for a permit, which shall include proof of HabiHty insurance in an amount of no less than $1.5
iltion and must be issued by » company registered with the Virgnia Buresu of Insursnce. A written site
end bum plan shall be submitted with any sppliostion.

C. Jssugnce of permit. Such a permit may be granted only after confirmetion by the Fire
Official that the buming own and will comply with the provisions of this erdinance and eny other conditions
which are deemed necessary to casure that the bumning will not endanger the public health and welfare or to
engure compliance with any applicsble provisions of the State Air Pollution Control Board's Regulutions
for the Contrel and Abatement of Air Polhztion. The permit may be issued for exch occasion of bumning or
for a specific perlod of time deetned spproprists by Pire Officlal and in conformance with this article.

Nionber of permity. No more than three permits shafl be issued per year for any parcel,

2 the muterial to be burned shall consist of brush, stamps and stmiler debris waste
and shall not inohude demolition material;

6-13
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ALBEMARLE COUNTY CODE

) 4, the bumning shal! be attended t all times and conducted 1o ensure the best
possible combustion with & minimum of smoke being produced. Under no olroumstances should the
bunﬂubuﬂomdwmddlboymdﬁnminhnmpubdoﬂmawhmdmﬂmdﬂw

materials;
5. the burning shall be conducted only when the prevailing winda sre sway from
any city, town or built-ap ares;

6. the use of special incineration devioes shall be allowed only for the dlsposal of
Gobris waatz, clean buming construction wests, and clean barning demolition waste; and

7. permits issued under this paragraph ehall be himited to & apecific period of time
deamod sppropriate by the Fire Official and in conformanoce with titls article.

F Fesy, An spplicetion for & permit under section 6-407(B) or 6407(E) shall be
umdbynmnaummmmmmmwmmommumyu
mmmmmnmhmmmwammh

(Code 1988, § 9-24; Ord. 98-A(1), 8-5-98; Ord. 13-6(1), 1-9-13; Ord, 18-6(1), 10-3-18)
Sec. 6-408 Penalties for vielation.
A Asy viclation of this ordinsnoe s punisheble as a class 1 misdomeanar.
B. Bach scparate Incident may be considered a new violation.
C. The Fire Official shall enforce the terms and conditions of this ordinance.
(Code 1988, § 9-25; Ord. 98-A(1), 8-5-98; Ord. 18-6(1), 10-3-18)
ARTICLE V. EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COST RECOVERY

See, =500 Purposs.

Pursant to Virginia Code §32.1-111.14, it Is hereby determinad thet the powers set forth herein
mumnmmmmmwmmmmmdm
Proserve, protect and promote the public health, safety and general welfure.

(Ord. 09-6(1), 9-9-09)
BState law referemce—Virginia Code § 32.1-111.14.

Bec. 6-501 Definitions.

"W'mmpmmdhmmmwnmﬂﬂvily.whﬂUumﬂum
ofmﬂupmnwhomddghdmad,womdodmmm-dtmdwhdplq or of
renderitg immediste medical care to such perscns.

"Wmmvaﬂdgmdmmwﬂnhhdﬁavﬂumhlmwmma
mwmmummqﬁmu,mmmmn
Mmﬂdhh“hmmﬁdmnﬂt&&mﬂmdpﬂmwﬁomﬂhﬂm
womdd.moﬁﬂuhupuﬂdndwheblu.ﬁnmﬂ'mbﬂme‘mnﬂmmwwﬂm
veasel or sircraft that does not hold & valid permit.

"Emexgency medical sarvices vehicle™ means any vehicle, vessel, aircraft, or ambulaace thet holds s valid
emergency mediosl services vehicle permit fasued by the Office of Emergency Modical Services thut 1s
emdppd,mhldmdmopmhpmﬂdemmymddmwmofpﬂmmm
siok, injured, wounded, or otherwise incapacitated or helpless.
(Ord, 09-6(1), 9-5-09)

Biate lnw rafrence—Dedinitions, Viegirds Code § 32.2-111.1,

6-14
Bopp. 140, 1-19



Open Air Burning- Explained

To manage open air burning and the associated laws and processes in Albemarle County, buming
has been broken down into three categories:

1.

Commercial burning: Larger scale open-air bumning projects that invoive land-clearing
operations for development. This category of open-air burning always requires a permit and
adherence to guidelines identified in Albemarle County Code that are stricter than Virginia State
regulations for open-air burning.

Commercial open-air burning has been addressed recently by the Board and, though pertinent to
the conversation overall, is not the focus of this work session and therefore will not be discussed
specifically in this document.

Certified Burn Program (CBP): Generally, involves larger tracts of land that are involved in
agricultural or farming operations, but may include properties In the ACE program. It involves an
annual permit, annual review of burn/site plan and a bi-annual education program. By their very
nature, these are usually larger in scale, therefors, the education program provided by the Office
of the Fire Marshal includes a review of open-air bum safety, process requirements, legalities,
including Virginia and Albemarie County Code requirements, and techniques fo limit the impacts
of open-air burning on neighbors and the environment. The purpose of this program is to allow
property maintenance to avoid invasive plant/animal life, infestations, fire hazard mitigation,
storm clean-up or to enhance operations (creation of more farmable/pasture land, protect crops
from frost etc.).

Once all requirements are satisfied, an annual open-air burn permit for that property is issued
and Is speciflc to approved sites on that property. The permit allows buming of approved
materials generated on that property. The certification and permit can be issued to a land owner
or an employee specific to an agricultural operation on a property only (no contractors) and is not
transferrable to other persons or properties. Any changes in materials, personnel, processes, or
locations on the property require additional approval before being allowed.

The success of this program is evidenced by the fact that burns assoclated with the CBP do not
typically generate complaints (2 in the past five years). CBP bumns account for approximately 20
permits per year.

Yard Maintenance Open-Air Burning: Characterized by generally smaller tracts of land and
typically involve yard maintenance, including garden trimmings, and leaf disposal. By their very
nature, these open-air bums are small. There are currently no permit requirements for this type
of open-air burning, but homeowners’ burns must adhere to Virginia State and County of
Albemarle guidelines pertaining to this type of open-air burning, including air pollution mitigation
and fire safety concerns.

General guidelines (derived from State and County code) for yard maintenance open-air burning:

1. The burning shall take place on the premises of the private property.

2. The burning shall take place not less than 300 feet from any occupied building unless the
occupants have given prior permission (The permission is not necessary if the occupied
building is on the property conducting the buming).

3. The burning shall be attended at all times.

4. A minimum of 50 feet from any other trees or wood line must be maintained.



The following Is a list of possible actions that can be taken to address concerns for open-air burning.
These options were weighed by considering citizen impact, ability of citizens to comply, environmental
impacts, fiscal impacts, staff impact, staff capacity, and likelihood of successful implementation. A more
thorough analysis on these same considerations would need to be conducted to fully vet each of these
options before deciding on implementation. On the surface, many seem viable, but initial consideration
has identified concerns leading staff to forgo recommending the options listed below at this time:

e Require an inspection/Fire Marshal presence prior to the ignition of any burn pile, each time it Is

lit:

o Significant impact on staff workload and/or re-prioritization of existing priorities:

= Using the roughly 40-50 commercial permits/annually as an example:
e Permits are for 60 days.
e Due to travel and ignition process, roughly 1- 2 hrs. commitment.
e  2400-4800 staff hrs./annually to achieve for commercial open-air burning
alone.
e This calculated Impact does not include any other type of open-air burning.

¢ Increase enforcement efforts by patroiling neighborhoods and rural areas to enforce County Code
and State Law on open-air burning:

o

This option requires a paradigm shift from our current complaint driven model to a more
proactive model, however, the scope of the problem may not justify the paradigm switch.
= Between 2011 and 2018 open-air burning complaints accounted for 69 (32%) of the
214 total complaints investigated by the Office of the Fire Marshal:
= A majority of the open-air burning compialnts were related to commercial
open-air burning (40 of the 69). Recent changes in County Code have been
enacted to address Issues Identlfled in these commercial burning complaints.
= Atotal of about 30 complaints were received over the seven-year period
related to non-commercial burns (an average of less than five each year).

e Ban all yard maintenance open-air burning {option to exclude the certified open burn program):

o]

o
o

o

Incentivize alternatives by providing vouchers or other cost reduction methods (le. waive
fees at the Ivy Material Utilization Center).

Promote alternatives {chipping, mulching, hauling).

Though this will solve issues associated with open burning, it may create other issues
associated with trucking, nolse, and decreased property maintenance {relative to fire load)
particularly for those with less means to handle maintenance otherwise.

The impact of the Certified Burn Program and yard maintenance burning Is smaller in
magnitude than commercial burning. Is banning CBP and Yard maintenance burning while
allowing commercial burning a concern?

Staff Impact will vary depending on options desired and scope of ban.

o Change the Certified Burn Program (see Attachment B):

o

=)
o

Increase or decrease the scope, stop the program, or change the length of time between
certification.

Relatively easy implementation — process change.
The CBP is a successful program — only 2 complalnts associated with program since 2001,
which were easily resolved with additional education.

Unless the program is stopped, changes to this program will not decrease the number of
burns conducted each year.



