Albemarle County Board of Supervisors & State Legislators Meeting

December 4, 2018
Room 241, County Office Building

Agenda
Breakfast 9:00
Welcome & Introductions 9:20
Anne H. Mallek, Chairwoman of the Board of Supervisors

Thomas Jefferson Planning District Legislative Program 9:25
David Blount, TIPDC Legislative Liaison

Albemarle County Legislative Priorities 9:30
Greg Kamptner, County Attorney

Legislators’ Priorities / Discussion 9:50
Legislators, Supervisors

Closed Meeting 10:30

Adjourn 12:00



Albemarle County’s 2019 Legislative Priorities
General District Court

Priority: Initiate legislation to amend Virginia Code §§ 15.2-1638, 16.1-69.35, and any other sections
necessaty to enable the County’s General District Court to be located outside of the County’s
“courthouse,” which is Court Square, and to be located on land and in a building that would be jointly
owned with the City.

Summary of the Current Law: State law requires the General District Court to be located in the County’s
“courthouse,” which is Court Square. State law also requires that the fee simple ownership of the land and
buildings for the courts be in the name of the County.

Rationale: For certain options for the Courts project to be possible, State law must be amended to allow
the General District Court to be located outside of the County courthouse and in the City. Option 1
(Downtown Levy) proposes to locate the County’s General District Court sets, as well as a City General
District Court set, to the Levy property. State law also must be amended because the Levy property is jointly
owned by the County and the City. The current State law is unclear as to whether jointly owned land and
buildings satisfy the requirements of the statute. The “other sections necessary” that would be proposed for
amendment would address issues such as the territorial jurisdiction of a county General District Court if it
was located in a city.

Mailing a Notice of Zoning Violation

Priority: Initiate legislation to amend Virginia Code § 15.2-2311(A) to allow certified mail to be used instead
of registered mail to send notices of violation of the zoning ordinance or written orders of the zoning
administrator.

Summary of the Current Law: Virginia Code § 15.2-2311(A) was amended in 2017 to no longer allow the
use of certified mail and to require the use of registered mail.

Rationale: Certified mail serves functionally the same purpose for verifying mailing and receipt as registered
mail, but costs substantially less.

Carrying Specified Loaded Weapons in Public Areas

Priority: Initiate legislation to amend Virginia Code § 18.2-287.4 to add Albematrle County to the list
of localities in which carrying specified loaded weapons in public areas is prohibited.

Summary of the Current Law: The current law makes it unlawful for any person to carry specified semi-
automatic weapons and shotguns on any public street, road, alley, sidewalk, public right-of-way, or in any
public park or any other place of whatever nature that is open to the public. The law applies in the Cities of
Alexandria, Chesapeake, Fairfax, Falls Church, Newport News, Norfolk, Richmond, or Virginia Beach or in
the Counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Henrico, Loudoun, or Prince William. The specified weapons that are
prohibited are semi-automatic center-fire rifles or pistols that are equipped at the time of the offense with a
magazine that will hold more than 20 rounds of ammunition or designed by the manufacturer to
accommodate a silencer or equipped with a folding stock, and shotguns with magazines that will hold more
than seven rounds.

Rationale: The authority, if granted, would improve public safety in public areas where many people may be
present.



Monuments and Memorials

Priority: Initiate legislation to amend Virginia Code § 15.2-1812 and any other sections determined to be
necessary to grant local authority over the retention, relocation, removal, and contextualization of war
memorials and monuments on locality property, and to make the authority to contextualize declaratory of
existing law.

Summary of the Current Law: Virginia Code § 15.2-1812 makes it “unlawful for the authorities of the
locality, or any other person or persons, to disturb or interfere with any monuments or memorials so erected,
or to prevent its citizens from taking proper measures and exercising proper means for the protection,
preservation and care of same.” Virginia Code § 15.2-1812.1 imposes civil liability for violating Virginia Code
§ 15.2-1812. Virginia Code § 18.2-137 “any person [who] unlawtully destroys, defaces, damages or removes
without the intent to steal any property, real or personal, not his own, or breaks down, destroys, defaces,
damages or removes without the intent to steal, any monument or memorial for war veterans described in
[Virginia Code] § 15.2-1812” is guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor.

Rationale: The authority, if granted, would give localities control over war memorials and monuments on
their real property.
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- 2019 Legislative Priorities -

STATE BUDGET and FUNDING OBLIGATIONS: We urge the State to enhance state aid to
localities, and to not impose mandates on or shift costs for state programs to localities.

* Adequate state investment for local service delivery is crucial.
 The State should not alter existing funding formulas to save money or shift costs to localities.

PUBLIC EDUCATION FUNDING: We urge the State to fully fund its share of the realistic
costs of the Standards of Quality (SOQ) without making policy changes that reduce
funding or shift funding responsibility to localities.

* Localities need an adequately defined SOQ that closes the gap between what school divisions are
providing and what the State currently funds in the SOQ.
« Localities spent nearly $4 billion more than required by the State in FY17.

BROADBAND: We encourage and support state and federal efforts and financial
incentives that assist localities and their communities in deploying universal, affordable
access to broadband technology in unserved areas.

* We support additional dollars for localities and the private sector to help extend service to areas
unserved by any broadband provider.
» Expansion should consider fiber/wireless, public/private ventures and regulated markets.

LOCAL REVENUE AUTHORITY: We urge the State to diversify revenue options available to
localities, to include equalizing the revenue-raising authority of counties with that of
cities, and to not restrict local revenue-raising authority.

» This proposal removes restrictions on meals, lodging, cigarette and admissions taxes.
» Any statutory changes must provide for local option sales taxes to be collected from remote sellers.

CHILDREN’S SERVICES ACT: We urge the State to be partners in containing costs of the
Children’s Services Act (CSA). The State should resist attempts to shift costs of serving
children through CSA to localities and schools.

» Localities need flexibility to use State funds for mandated services provided by the locality.
» The State should maintain cost shares on a sum sufficient basis, and support local efforts to
provide facilities and services on a regional level.

LAND USE and GROWTH MANAGEMENT: We urge the state to resist preempting existing
land use authorities, and to provide additional tools to plan and manage growth.

* We support a broader and more workable impact fee authority.
* We support a climate where localities and applicants can openly discuss rezoning applications.



