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Little Explorers Discovery School
May 18, 2018

Project Proposal:

The goal of Little Explorers Discovery School is to enroll families from
mainly Crozet and the surrounding area. The community of Crozet is
growing at a rapid pace, with housing market values rising near 10% in the

past.year. There are limited options for preschools in the immediate Crozet
area, and many preschools have full enrollment with waiting lists for
families. The need for additional preschool options and after school
options is apparent in the Crozet area.

The preschool will serve children ages 2- 5 years old during the school
day, and children 5- 12 years old in an after-school enrichment program.
The mission of the school is that children are a part of a unique experience
where learning is student-driven and a love and appreciation for our
world is fostered through a response to student curiosity and readiness.
Leading educational approaches including Waldorf, Montessori, Reggio
Emilia, progressive education, and Finland' s public education system will
inspire the curriculum. This will offer a unique option for preschoolers in the
Crozet area.

Consistency with the Comprehensive Plan
The Crozet Master Plan recommends this area for neighborhood

density residential uses. Non- residential uses within this designation include
institutional uses, such as places of worship, public and private schools,
and early childhood education centers (daycare centers and
preschools).

Additional information for coding the building for educational use,
including the land use plan and master plan, has been provided by
Richard Funk, architectural engineer.

Since the church is located in a development area, the additional
usage of the building for the school will support the county' s
economical development plan by promoting new employment
activities in the development area.

It will also support objective 6 of the comprehensive plan for
development areas by increasing local business development
opportunities, including support for entrepreneurial and startup
businesses.

Additionally, our after school enrichment and tutoring program will
strongly support Objective 7, as we will support and foster skills for

children in grades K- 6 by providing support for tutoring and
enrichment in their schoolwork, in addition to programs in the areas
of STEM, Family and Consumer Sciences, nature exploration,
literacy, and history.



Little Explorers Discovery School
May 18, 2018

Impacts on public facilities and public infrastructure:

The existing building is on public water/ sewer and served by public
streets and appears to have no impact on this infrastructure.

Project's Impacts on Environmental Features

The plan for changes to the outdoor area of the church is minimal.
No trees or existing environmental features will be removed or torn down.
A wooden fence may be erected in the future to increase safety in the
outdoor play area. Smaller, toddler-sized play equipment may also be
placed in the outdoor play area, close to the existing playground. The
garden area may be utilized and expanded, enhancing the
environmental features of the outdoor area.

Proposed Ways to Address Impacts from the Project

To reduce noise, children will have outdoor time in smaller groups
by age. This will reduce the amount of children outside at one time.

To reduce traffic, a pick-up line will be utilized at dismissal time. This
will speed up the pick-up process and allow a staggered exit of traffic, as
the next child in line will be getting loaded into the vehicle while the car in
front exits. Additionally, the proposal for this preschool will limit the impact
of the traffic on the residential area surrounding the church by allowing
parents multiple options for drop-off and pick-up times ( as listed below).

Other information that may help identify potential impacts of the
development

Proposed Maximum Number of Students Enrolled: 40
Maximum Number of Students present at one time: 25

o Half-day students: 15
o Full- day students: 10
o After-school students: 15

Hours of operation: Tuesday through Friday, 7:30am-5:OOpm
o Early drop off begins at 7:30am.
o Regular drop off begins at 8: 30am.
o Half-day preschool dismisses at 12:00pm.
o Full- day preschool dismisses at 3:00pm.
o Extended care and after-school program dismisses at 5:00pm.

No water/ sewer demands
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