
RESOLUTION OF INTENT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Future Land Use Plan and Transportation Network section of the Places 

29 Master Plan (hereinafter “Places 29”) includes land use designations and transportation 

recommendations for the Hydraulic Road/US Route 29 area; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Places 29 recognizes this as a key subarea needing further study and more 

detailed plans using a Small Area Planning process to develop the ultimate land use and 

transportation recommendations; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Places 29 identifies the southern portion of the Places29 area where the 

County of Albemarle and City of Charlottesville abut each other as a particular opportunity for 

the two localities to partner in the funding of transportation and other improvements; and 

 

WHEREAS, Places 29 lists the design and construction of improvements to the US 

29/Hydraulic intersection as a high priority implementation project subject to City andCounty 

input and public hearing processes; and 

 

 WHEREAS, this area is within the County’s northern Urban Development Area (UDA) 

established in accordance with the requirements  Virginia Code §15.2-2223.1 in 2011 as a place 

for compact, mixed use urban development that can accommodate 10 to 20 years of growth 

under improved coordination between transportation and land use; and 

 

WHEREAS, Places 29 identifies this area within the County’s Priority Area 2 where it is 

intended that public investment be focused where new development has been approved and 

redevelopment is encouraged; and 

 

WHEREAS, Virginia Code § 15.2-2233 enables the Planning Commission to make an 

Official Map showing the location of any future or proposed public street; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Albemarle County Board of Supervisors adopted an Official Map on 

December 2, 2009 establishing the limits of right of way dedication needed for a possible future 

interchange in the northwest quadrant of the Hydraulic/29 intersection, re-adopted the Official 

Map on November 5, 2014 as required by the Virginia Code and, as required by this same Code 

provision, must again re-adopt the Official Map by November 5, 2019; and 

 

WHEREAS, a Small Area Plan guided by a 12 member Advisory Panel comprised of 

local City and County representatives was commissioned in 2017 to provide guidance and a new 

vision for redevelopment and transportation solutions associated with the Hydraulic area as one 

of several projects funded through the US Route 29 Solutions Projects; and 

WHEREAS, the Hydraulic Small Area Plan developed under the guidance of the 

Advisory Panel proposes: 

A small block network more conducive to pedestrians. Grade separated crossings at 

Angus Road and Route 29 in the City, Hydraulic Road at Route 29 and a new 

pedestrian/bike friendly local street at Route 29 and Zan Road that fully supports multi-



modal travel. A Core Area that provides more detail for the proposed Zan Road corridor 

along the boundary of Stonefield and Northrup Grumman; and  

WHEREAS, on November 1, 2017 the Board of Supervisors endorsed the Hydraulic 

Small Area Plan for consideration as a Comprehensive Plan Amendment (CPA) that is limited to 

the Core Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, Transportation Improvement options for the Hydraulic Small Area Plan 

area have been further developed and analyzed under the guidance of the Advisory Panel, 

including three scenarios for the Hydraulic/29 intersection; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the evaluation criteria used to screen the scenarios, the 

consensus of the Advisory Panel on March 22, 2018 isa preference for the identified 

improvements inclusive of Scenario 1 for improvements to the Hydraulic/29 intersection (see 

attached exhibits): 

Grade separation that depresses Hydraulic Road under US 29. Northbound and 

southbound left turns from US 29 to Hydraulic accommodated with depressed left-turn 

lanes to reach Hydraulic Road below. Existing traffic signal at the intersection removed; 

US 29 through traffic to be free flow. Free flow right turns onto Hydraulic Road from US 

29 and onto US 29 from Hydraulic Rd. Through movements on Hydraulic Road 

accommodated. Left turns onto US 29 prohibited; and 

 

WHEREAS, these Transportation Improvements for the Hydraulic Small Area Plan were 

identified in anticipation of funding opportunities through Virginia’s “Smart Scale” program and 

the County’s Comprehensive Plan needs to demonstrate consistency with the transportation 

projects included in the Smart Scale application. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Albemarle County Planning 

Commission and Board of Supervisors each endorse the Transportation Improvements for the 

Hydraulic Small Area Plan reflected in the attached exhibits; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Board of Supervisors requests that 

application be made for the Transportation Improvements for the Hydraulic Small Area Plan 

reflected in the attached exhibits in the 2018 Virginia “Smart Scale” program; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT for purposes of public necessity, convenience, 

general welfare and good land use planning practices, the Planning Commission hereby adopts a 

resolution to consider amending the Places 29 component of the Albemarle County 

Comprehensive Plan to incorporate the Transportation Improvements for the Hydraulic Small 

Area Plan reflected in the attached exhibits; and  

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Planning Commission shall hold a public 

hearing on the Comprehensive Plan Amendment proposed by this resolution, and make its 

recommendation to the Board of Supervisors, at such time as determined to be necessary to 

appropriately incorporate these Transportation Improvements into the Comprehensive Plan; and 

 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Transportation Improvements as amended 

into the Comprehensive Plan be included in the re-adoption of the Official Map by November 5, 

2019. 

 


