
RESOLUTION OF INTENT 

 

 WHEREAS, the Albemarle County Zoning Ordinance does not permit the siting, 

development, construction, operation, integration, or decommissioning of utility-scale 

photovoltaic generation facilities (hereinafter referred to as “large-scale solar energy systems); 

and 

 

 WHEREAS, Virginia Code §15.2-2280 enables local governing bodies to enact zoning 

regulations for specific land uses and Virginia Code §15.2-2284 provides that consideration be 

given to the conservation of natural resources; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Albemarle County Comprehensive Plan (hereinafter “the Plan”), 

Chapter Four, Natural Resources, Objective Eight states the County shall, “Recognize changes 

occurring to the earth’s climate to anticipate and mitigate impacts to the County.”; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the County, the City of Charlottesville, and the University of Virginia 

formed the Local Climate Action Planning Process Steering Committee (hereinafter “LCAPP 

Committee”) in 2010, which  recommended that all three entities integrate the role of energy and 

carbon emissions in projects and planning and that the entities identify and promote actions that 

enable the community to reap the health, economic and environmental benefits that accompany 

sound energy-based decisions; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board accepted the LCAPP Committee’s recommendations on 

September 7, 2011; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Plan, Chapter Twelve, Community Facilities, Objective Ten, Strategy 

10(a) provides that the County will, “Continue to ensure the adequate provision of electricity, 

telephone, fiber optics, and natural gas services to support existing and anticipated development 

in the County through coordination with utility companies”; and 

 

 WHEREAS, permitting the siting, development, construction, operation, integration, and 

decommissioning of large-scale solar energy systems may assist the County’s efforts to achieve 

the aforementioned objectives in the Plan as well as the LCAPP Committee’s recommendations; 

and 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT for purposes of public necessity, 

convenience, general welfare, and good zoning practices, the Albemarle County Board of 

Supervisors hereby adopts a resolution of intent to consider amending the Albemarle County 

Zoning Ordinance to achieve the purposes described herein; and 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Planning Commission shall hold a public 

hearing on the zoning text amendment proposed by this resolution of intent, and make its 

recommendation to the Board of Supervisors, at the earliest possible date. 

 

* * * * * 

 



 I, Claudette K. Borgersen, do hereby certify that the foregoing writing is a true, correct 

copy of a Resolution duly adopted by the Board of Supervisors of Albemarle County, Virginia 

by a vote of _____ to _____, as recorded below, at a regular meeting held on 

_______________________________. 

 

 

   Aye Nay 

 

Mr. Dill  ___ ___ 

Ms. Mallek  ___ ___ 

Ms. McKeel  ___ ___ 

Ms. Palmer  ___ ___ 

Mr. Randolph  ___ ___ 

Mr. Sheffield  ___ ___ 


