
CHAPTER 18 - ZONING 
ARTICLE I - GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1 - AUTHORITY, ESTABLISHMENT, PURPOSES AND ZONING MAP 
Sec. 1.4 Purposes. 
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Sec. 1.4 Purposes. 

The purposes of this chapter are to promote the public health, safety, convenience, and welfare and to accomplish 
the objectives of Virginia Code §§ 15.2-2200 and 15.2-2283 . To these ends, this chapter is intended to:  

A. Provide for adequate light, air, convenience of access, and safety from fire, flood, impounding structure 
failure, crime and other dangers;  

B. Reduce or prevent congestion in the public streets;  

C. Facilitate creating a convenient, attractive and harmonious community;  

D. Facilitate providing adequate police and fire protection, disaster evacuation, civil defense, transportation, 
water, sewerage, flood protection, schools, parks, forests, playgrounds, recreational facilities, airports and 
other public requirements;  

E. Protect against destroying or encroaching upon historic areas;  

F. Protect against one or more of the following: overcrowding of land, undue density of population in relation 
to the community facilities existing or available, obstruction of light and air, danger and congestion in travel 
and transportation, or loss of life, health, or property from fire, flood, impounding structure failure, panic or 
other dangers;  

G. Encourage economic development activities that provide desirable employment and enlarge the tax base;  

H. Provide for preserving agricultural and forestal lands and other lands of significance for the protection of the 
natural environment;  

I. Protect approach slopes and other safety areas of licensed airports, including United States government and 
military air facilities;  

J. Promote creating and preserving affordable housing suitable for meeting the current and future needs of the 
County as well as a reasonable proportion of the current and future needs of the planning district within 
which the locality is situated;  

K. Provide reasonable protection against encroachment upon military bases, military installations, and military 
airports and their adjacent safety areas, excluding armories operated by the Virginia National Guard; and  

L. Protect surface water and ground water as defined in Virginia Code § 62.1-255 .  

(§ 1.4, 12-10-80, § 1.4, Ord. 15-18(6) , 10-11-17) 

Va. Code §§ 15.2-2200 , 15.2-2283 .  

Sec. 10.1 Intent, where permitted. 

This district (hereafter referred to as RA) is hereby created and may hereafter be established by amendment of the 
zoning map for the following purposes:  

- Preservation of agricultural and forestal lands and activities;  

- Water supply protection;  



CHAPTER 18 - ZONING 
ARTICLE III - DISTRICT REGULATIONS 

SECTION 10 - RURAL AREAS DISTRICT - RA 
Sec. 10.1 Intent, where permitted. 

 

 

 

Albemarle County, Virginia, Code of Ordinances    Created: 2023-02-09 11:59:27 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 2) 

 
Page 2 of 2 

- Limited service delivery to the rural areas; and  

- Conservation of natural, scenic, and historic resources.  

Residential development not related to bona fide agricultural/forestal use shall be encouraged to locate in the 
urban area, communities and villages as designated in the comprehensive plan where services and utilities are 
available and where such development will not conflict with the agricultural/forestal or other rural objective. 
Where development does occur, rural residents should expect to receive a lower level of service delivery than will 
be provided to residential developments in designated growth areas. In relation to residential development, 
agricultural/forestal activities shall be regulated only to the extent necessary to protect public health and safety.  

In regard to agricultural preservation, this district is intended to preserve the county's active farms and best 
agricultural and forestal lands by providing lot areas designed to insure the continued availability of such lands for 
preferential land use tax assessment in order to enhance the economy, and maintain employment and lifestyle 
opportunities. In addition, the continuation and establishment of agriculture and agriculturally-related uses will be 
encouraged, and landowners will be encouraged to employ Virginia State Water Control Board best management 
practices.  

(§ 20-10.1, 12-10-80, 11-8-89; § 18-10.1, Ord. 98-A(1), 8-5-98; Ord. 01-18(6) , 10-3-01) 

It is intended that permitted development be restricted to land which is of marginal utility for agricultural/forestal 
purposes, provided that such development be carried out in a manner which is compatible with other purposes of 
this district. Roadside strip development is to be discouraged through the various design requirements contained 
herein.  

 


