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AC44 Comprehensive Plan
Parks, Recreation and Open Space



• Summary of previous feedback (including PC work session)

• Community Input Themes

• Parks, Recreation, & Open Space Chapter Overview

• Upcoming Schedule

• Chapter focus topics for discussion

Work Session Agenda
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• Objective 3: Accelerate the development of urban parks and 
greenways within a 15-minute walk of residents in the 
Development Areas

• Objective 5: Increase the environmental sustainability 
and resilience of County parks + greenways

• Objective 6: Expand the greenways network to enhance outdoor 
recreation and increase multimodal connections

Chapter Focus Topics
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PC & BOS: Previous Feedback 
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• Prioritize new parks (including small pocket parks) in DAs

• Too much reliance on developers to provide open space

• Consider additional funding sources for parks/greenways

• Improve connectivity of parks/greenways system

• Parks serve as important community gathering spaces

• Consider maintenance and implementation costs



PC Feedback 2.25.25 Work Session
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• Objectives should be measurable + achievable

• Support for expansion of parks/open space within DA

• Integrate area plans for parks/open space planning and trails 
connectivity

• Expand funding sources (e.g. land acquisition fund)

• Expand Rivanna trail system and river access (boat launches)

• Consider gathering spaces – arts/cultural events



Community Input Themes
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Parks/trails connectivity

• More pocket/urban parks and greenway access to neighborhoods

• Improve walking/biking connectivity to parks/greenways

Recreation & amenities

• Need more facilities/amenities for teens

• Expand amenities at parks (restrooms, benches, etc.)

• More athletic amenities + recreation programs

• More outdoor spaces for music & entertainment

• More shade in parks is needed

Accessibility

• Improve universal access (wheelchairs, strollers, etc.)



Community Input Themes
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Sustainable land management

• Protect tree canopy, stream buffers, wildlife habitat

• Invasive species management

Water access & amenities

• Expand boat launches – esp. Rivanna River 

• More public splash parks and pools



Community Input: Open House 1/29/25
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• Support for future Parks and Rec master plan (Action 1.3) and 
ongoing public engagement and updates (Action 1.2)

• Including updating Parks and Rec Needs Assessment (Action 1.1)

• Support for acquiring and using County-owned land for parks 
and greenways

• Revisit specific recreational uses and amenities at existing 
and future parks



Connected & accessible network of parks 
and trails that will provide:

• Passive & active recreation opportunities

• Active modes of transportation

• Enhanced climate resilience

• Welcoming and inclusive amenities 

Parks, Recreation & Open Space Goal
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Parks & Rec. Objectives

| 10

1. Plan for the parks and recreation needs of current and future community members

2. Increase County ownership and use of land for parks, greenways, blueways, and 
recreation facilities, prioritizing the Development Areas

3. Accelerate the development of urban parks, pocket parks, and greenways in the 
Development Areas

4. Increase access to County parks and trails with an emphasis on inclusion, equity, 
and universal access

5. Increase the environmental sustainability and resilience of County parks and 
greenways

6. Expand and improve the trail networks and blueways in County parks and 
greenways and increase multimodal connections

7. Increase the availability and accessibility of recreation programs, classes, and 
facilities



Continued themes: 

• Developing parks and greenways

• Protecting natural areas

• Expanding access to parks and greenways

• Enhanced multimodal connections

Summary of Changes from 2015 Plan
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New emphasis: 

• Increase County owned land for parks and greenways

• Expand parks and greenways in Development Areas, 
including pocket parks

• Increase walkable access (0.25-mile or 15-minutes) 
to parks and greenways (DA)

• Enhance focus on environmental resilience and 
sustainable land management practices

Summary of Changes from 2015 Plan
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Example of 'walkshed' analysis



Additional points of emphasis: 

• Rivanna River Greenway + Blueway: 
Enhance, expand, and connect 
parks, trails, and river access 
amenities along the Rivanna River

Parks, Rec & Open Space Highlights
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Additional points of emphasis: 

• Urgent Need: New facilities and 
amenities are needed now – with 
additional (growing) demand 
resulting from increased 
visitation and use, anticipated 
population growth, and new 
trends and uses

Parks, Rec & Open Space Highlights
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611,166 more visits 
in 2023 than in 2019
(42% increase)

Pre-existing high 
priority demand for 
more trails, athletic 
fields, and river 
access (2018)

2018 Recreation And Needs Assessment



Related Chapters 
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• Transportation – portions of County's trail network 
that are maintained at a higher standard (paved 
shared-use paths) are part of the transportation 
network

• Environmental Stewardship – resource inventory 
and management planning: removing invasive 
species, trail siting, restoring stream banks, etc.

• DA Land Use + Housing – open space/pocket parks, 
multimodal connections to residential areas, 
proximity to amenities



Related Chapters 
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• Historic/Scenic/Cultural Resources – 
protected resources with signage/info 
within parks/greenway areas

• Thriving Economy – recreation is a major 
tourist draw

• Community Facilities – County-owned 
parks + open space, public school 
playgrounds, fields, courts, trails, etc.

• Resilient Community – community centers 
as potential community resilience hubs



Schedule
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CHAPTER REV.
DA Land Use & 
Community Design 
Guidelines (contd.)
BOS: April 2

Comm Facilities + 
Infrastructure
PC : March 25 
BOS : April 16 

Lunch & Learn (3.27 
tentative)

THRIVING ECONOMY
PC : March 11
BOS: April 16

Virtual Lunch and 
Learn: February 27



AC44 Engagement

Engage.albemarle.org/ac44
• Chapters will continue to be shared 

on the Phase 3 page
• Ask questions

• Share feedback on Actions

• Engagement events and PC/BOS 
work sessions will continue to be 
posted on the main page and Phase 
3 page

• Sign up for emails/newsletters!



• Objective 3: Accelerate the development of urban parks and 
greenways within a 15-minute walk of residents in the 
Development Areas

• Objective 5: Increase the environmental sustainability and 
resilience of County parks + greenways

• Objective 6: Expand the greenways network to enhance outdoor 
recreation and increase multimodal connections

• Any other objectives/actions  needing input?

Chapter Focus Topics
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Back Pocket Slides



Objectives +Actions
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• Objective 1: Plan for the parks and recreation needs of current and future community members through a 
planning process that is equitable, inclusive, and responsive to existing and emerging needs. 

• Objective 2: Increase County ownership and use of land for parks, greenways, blueways, and recreation 
facilities, prioritizing recreation opportunities in the Development Areas.

• Objective 3: Accelerate the development of urban parks, pocket parks, and greenways in the Development 
Areas to increase the percentage of community members within the Development Areas that are within a 
15-minute walk from a public park and/or public greenway trail. 

• Objective 4: Increase access to County parks and trails with an emphasis on inclusion, equity, and 
universal access. 

• Objective 5: Increase the environmental resilience of County parks and greenways while restoring the 
health of the natural environment. 

• Objective 6: Expand and improve the trail networks and blueways in County parks and greenways and 
increase multimodal connections to parks and greenway trails. 

• Objective 7: Increase the availability and accessibility of recreation programs, classes, and facilities, 
including athletic fields. 
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Summary of Board Input: Environmental Stewardship
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1/22 Work Session:

• Support for Low Impact Development (LID) stormwater management – 
preference for incentivizing/encouraging (vs requiring)

• Consider adopting Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act

• Use County-owned land and property to demonstrate best practices

• Consider re-establishing groundwater monitoring in the RA

• Evaluate biosolids monitoring and reporting practices used by other 
Virginia localities and consider adding an action

• Continually update data, including for stream classifications/locations



Summary of Board Input: Rural Area Land Use Updates
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2/19 Work Session:

• Support for criteria for potential future RA/DAs boundary changes – builds 
on criteria shared in Ph2 with addition of considerations for areas to change 
from DAs -> RA

• Add Plan recommendation for future transfer of development rights program

• Allow small-scale businesses (e.g. country stores, daycare, small offices) by 
special use permit with review criteria

• Restaurants need different review criteria – they're a higher impact use

• Future Board work session for DA Land Use and Community Design Guidelines
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