
Report from Albemarle Board of Elections

Virginia Code 24.2-673.1-B

“….The decision to conduct an election by ranked choice voting shall be made,

in consultation with the local electoral board and general registrar”





Use of RCV in Virginia   

● Only local election in Virginia conducted using RCV

● Arlington County  Democratic Primary June 2023

● Exit Polling reported that 41% of those polled did not like RCV

● and would like to return to regular voting

● Questions were brought by candidates who questioned the 

● ballot tabulation methods

● Richmond City Council voted in 2022 to have no RCV thru 2024*



Example Election for Illustration of Tabulation

Following exmple is presented as an illustration of how a RCV election might be counted















New York City mayoral race

Tabulation of the most recent NYC race using RCV

Over 3 weeks to tabulate final results

First round won by 10 points 

After 9 rounds of elimination winner won by 2 points





Problems for voters

● Less well informed and less well educated will                                  

have difficulty marking a RCV ballot and 

● may be disenfranchised

● Voter must vote for candidates other than first     

choice or candidates voter doesn’t like



Delayed Results

Election Night results will report ONLY 

First Round Results
All results must be reported by Precincts, but to report RCV 

All ballots MUST be counted together

This RCV redistribution of votes cannot be done until all ballots 

can be counted                                 

Mailed-in and Provisional ballots will be delayed for Over a week               



Virginia Department of Elections

● ELECT report 2023  states that the law requiring that 

● all votes be reported By Precinct    

Cannot be followed using RCV



Problems Understanding of Ballot

● The elderly who have been voting a 

regular, one candidate vote will be 

confused, will have difficulty learning 

how to mark the RCV ballot

● The less well informed voter will know about 

only their favorite candidate and will be unable 

to mark the RCV ballot



Polling Place Problems

● Lines in the polling places will be long as voters                   

try to correctly mark the RCV ballot

● Many “spoiled” ballots, so more ballots 

will be required



NO Need

● Albemarle County has no more than 

● two or three candidates per race.

● Frequently only one candidate per 

race.
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