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• Community Input Themes

• Summary of Commission feedback on Transportation

• Transportation Chapter Overview

• Upcoming Schedule

• Chapter focus topics for Board discussion

Work Session Agenda
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• This chapter outlines different approaches to address unique 
Rural Area and Development Area challenges. Do you agree with 
these approaches? 

• Do you support the investigation of a program to support active 
recreation on some rural roads? What are the guardrails? 

• Given the next step is implementation of this chapter, do you 
agree with the general approach to the Multimodal 
Transportation Plan?

• Anything missing?

Chapter Focus Topics
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Community Input Themes: DAs
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Provide safe and comfortable infrastructure (e.g. sidewalks, paths, bike 
lanes) for walking and biking that is separated from cars

• Improve accessibility including for wheelchairs and strollers

• Improve walkability to schools, jobs, shopping, and other daily destinations

Transit needs to be frequent and reliable for people to choose it over driving

• Consider options such as dedicated bus lanes, increasing frequency, 
keeping costs free or low, and making transit stops more comfortable (e.g. 
benches, shade)



Community Input Themes: DAs
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Feedback related to driving and cars:

• Slow down cars, especially in areas with people walking and biking; 
Explore places that could be car-free zones

• Reduce parking requirements to reduce the amount of space and 
impervious surface needed for parking

• Concern about traffic congestion and infrastructure keeping up with 
growth

• Safety is a concern, especially drivers speeding and running red lights



Community Input Themes: RA
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Explore and implement ways to make walking and biking in the Rural 
Area safer

• Explore options for small-scale improvements in rural communities

• Rural recreational uses – widen shoulders, add signage
• Also explore off-street paths and trails

Continued transit options are needed, especially to access urban 
areas and daily needs (e.g. appointments and jobs)

• Transit is needed for aging in the community

• Continue to plan for park and rides in the rural area



PC: Feedback on DAs Transportation
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• In addition to bicycle and pedestrian connectivity, promote vehicular 
connectivity (eliminate cul-de-sacs and dead ends) 

• Consider completing a study to enhance connections to the airport

• Prioritize infrastructure investments and multimodal connections 
despite funding challenges at the federal level. 

• Consider adding a recommendation to establish a Parks and Trails fund 
to support public spaces and greenways. 



PC: Feedback on RA Transportation
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• Expand rural road margins for walking/biking along major multimodal 
travel routes. 

• Consider moving rural roads away from the floodplain where flooding 
occurs. 

• Overemphasizing recreational users implies these users are of lesser 
priority than vehicular users, they should be prioritized the same. 



Development and Rural Area Challenges

DA Challenges

- High peak-hour demand

- Fragmented multi-modal 
networks and needed 
safety improvements

- Limited funding and rising 
project costs

- VDOT ownership of 
roadways

RA Challenges

- Safety
- Narrow, winding roads with 

little clear zone

- Wildlife collisions

- Providing transit service to 
an aging population 

- Biking and walking for 
recreation/exercise



Development Areas – …will meet the mobility needs 
of all roadway users by increasing safe, comfortable, 
and accessible options for walking, biking, transit, 
and driving. The transportation network will provide 
multimodal travel to vital destinations and use 
placemaking to encourage mode shift and quality of 
life.

Rural Areas - …will balance the mobility needs of 
Rural Area residents and the movement of goods. The 
transportation network will connect Rural Area 
residents to vital destinations and provide recreational 
opportunities where feasible while maintaining rural 
character. 

Transportation Goals
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- Supports the land use strategies outlined in the Rural Area and 
Development Areas Land Use chapters of AC44

- The Growth Management Policy directs future growth and 
increasing density into the Development Areas

- Achieving a high-quality multimodal transportation network 
will take decades, with investments from both the public and 
private sectors

- Future transportation planning will build on AC44 and provide more 
detailed guidance

Overall Transportation Planning Strategy



• Builds upon the AC44 Transportation chapter

• Articulates a long-term strategy for transportation planning

• Integrates land use and transportation planning and zoning  

• Delineates modal emphasis networks

• Defines typical cross-sections for future roadway design

• Prioritizes projects given limited resources and other 
constraints

Multimodal Transportation Plan



Transportation Objectives – Development Area
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1. Develop transportation plans to create safe, comfortable, and accessible multimodal 
connections between key locations within the Development Areas

2. Improve pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure and connectivity to support future land 
use policies and support safe, comfortable, and convenient walking travel for people 
of all ages and abilities

3. Increase the reliability and frequency of public transit service

4. Increase the efficiency and connectivity of vehicular and other modal transportation 
networks

5. Strengthen regional and intercity transportation

6.  Improve safety by reducing traffic fatalities and serious injuries

7. Promote sustainable and equitable transportation solutions, including reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions partially through a reduction in vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT)



Transportation Objectives – Rural Area
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1. Prioritize investment in Rural Area transportation projects that reduce vehicle 
congestion, improve safety, and maintain rural character

2. Improve the regional transit system to serve commuters and residents in the 
Rural Areas and surrounding counties requiring connections to the 
Development Areas for basic needs

3. Reduce traffic fatalities and serious injuries

4. Improve Rural Area community members’ equitable access to walking and 
bicycling opportunities for transportation and recreation where feasible and 
appropriate to support healthy, active lifestyles and create opportunities for 
social interaction



Related Chapters 
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• Land Use – future land use categories identify potential 
destinations that should be considered in the 
development of transportation networks and prioritization 
of projects

• Environmental Stewardship – transportation choice 
makes communities more resilient

• Thriving Economy – workers require efficient and safe 
transportation networks to access employment

• Housing – connecting housing to daily destinations 
through efficient networks



Schedule
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CULTURAL 
RESOURCES
PC : May 27
BOS: June 4

Virtual lunch and 
learn: June (tbd)

TRANSPORTATION
PC : May 6 (past)

BOS: May 28 (today)

In-person community 
check in: May 22 (past)

IMPLEMENTATION
PC : June 24
BOS: July 16



AC44 Engagement

engage.albemarle.org/ac44
• Chapters will continue to be shared 

on the Phase 3 page
• Ask questions

• Share feedback on Actions

• Engagement events and PC/BOS 
work sessions will continue to be 
posted on the main page and Phase 
3 page

• Sign up for emails/newsletters!



• This chapter outlines different approaches to address unique 
Rural Area and Development Area challenges. Do you agree with 
these approaches? 

• Do you support the investigation of a program to support active 
recreation on some rural roads? What are the guardrails? 

• Given the next step is implementation of this chapter, do you 
agree with the general approach to the Multimodal 
Transportation Plan?

• Anything missing?

Chapter Focus Topics
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Back Pocket Slides
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