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Agenda

• Project Background and Project to 
Date

• Proposed Article Review

• Stakeholder Input Summary

• Next Steps
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Project 
Background

In August 2022 the County partnered with the Berkley 

Group to modernize the Zoning Ordinance.  The goals of 

the project are to:

• Provide streamlined and user-friendly regulations.

• Incorporate best practices and state code 
requirements. 

• Address goals and strategies from the 
Comprehensive Plan.

• Consider community needs and issues.
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Meeting Goals

1. Is the framework of the 
articles logical and 
comprehensible?

2. Are any points or regulations 
unclear?
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General Edits

Articles 1-3 and 10 have been reviewed in-depth by 
the Planning Commission. 

Direction from PC:

• Avoid jargon 

• Be brief 

• Avoid repeating state code
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Sec. 34.1 Board of zoning appeals; establishment and 
organization

Sec. 34.2 Powers and duties of the board of zoning 
appeals. 

Sec. 34.3 Appeals of orders, requirements, decisions, 
and determinations to the board of zoning appeals. 

Article 2 Administration

Sec. 34A.3 Design guidelines

Sec. 34A.2 Powers and duties of the architectural 
review board

Sec. 34A.1 Architectural review board; appointment and 
organization
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Article 1
General provisions

Contents: General purpose, 
applicability of ordinance.

Significant Changes:

1. Replaced Virginia Code 
language with references

2. Reorganized the Purpose 
statement

3. Streamlined details of the 
Zoning Map
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Proposed
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Article 2
Administration

Contents: Administration of 
Ordinance, Powers of ZA, BZA, PC, 
ARB, Enforcement, Penalties

Significant Changes:

1. Replaced Virginia Code 
language with references

2. Streamlined Agent’s powers 
and duties

3. Clarified ARB powers and 
duties
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Proposed
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Designation of Agent & Authority

• The Zoning Administrator is appointed as the Agent and is 
authorized to administer and enforce the ordinance.

• UNLESS explicitly specified otherwise. e.g.
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Article 3
Applications and 
Permits

Contents: Requirements and procedures for 
permits and applications.

Significant Changes:

1. Zoning Clearance within Zoning Permits

2. Clarified Certificate of Appropriateness (COA), 
removed default approval

3. Moved Site Plan Requirements

4. Added Graphics

5. Established application withdrawal 
by inaction

6. Moved non-mandatory requirements 
to EP&L 
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Article 3 Changes Of Note

Certificates of 
Appropriateness Default 
Approval

• Currently default approval 
after 60 days of ARB/staff 
inaction and 21 days after 
applicant’s request

• Obsolete provision

Withdrawal by Applicant 
Inaction

• Auto-withdrawal of 
applications after 6 
months of applicant 
inactivity if not deferred
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EP&L Application Process
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Article 10
Nonconformities

Contents: Procedures for 
nonconforming uses, structures, 
parcels, and signs.

Significant Changes:

1. Replaced Virginia Code 
language with references

2. Updated expansion of 
Quarries and Cemeteries

3. Clarified reduction of 
nonconformity
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Stakeholder 
Input Recap
CADRe, BRHBA

• Positive feedback received.

• Appreciative of organization 
and simplification

• Individual suggestions being considered
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Feedback 
Questions

1. Is the framework of the 
articles logical and 
comprehensible?

2. Are any points or regulations 
unclear?
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Next steps

1. Address Board of Supervisors’ 
Feedback

2. Begin Phase 2 - Districts
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Thank you
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